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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed April 12, 2006 is entered and claims 20-22, 25-28, 30-34, 
36, and 42-54 are pending. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 20-22, 25-28, 30-34, 36, and 42-54 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the claimed 
invention is directed to a hand operated computer mouse. 

Independent claim 20 identifies a uniquely distinct feature "an integral top 
member formed from a single integral piece and having an external contour for 
receiving a user's hand for manipulation of the hand operated computer mouse, the 
integral top member cooperating with the base member to fomn a housing of the hand 
operated computer mouse, the base member and integral top member working together 
to encase internal components of the hand operated computer mouse, the base 
member forming the bottom wall of the housing, the integral top member fonning the 
entire top and side walls of the housing, the integral top member moving relative to the 
base member to provide a user input action, the integral top member being capable of 
moving between a first position, placing the integral top member away from the base 
member and a second position, placing the integral top member towards the base 
member". 
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Independent claim 32 identifies a uniquely distinct feature "a top member 
mechanically coupled with base member to fomi the mouse housing and to encase said 
mouse electronics, the top member of the mouse housing being configured to be 
grasped and manipulated by a hand of a user, the top member being formed from a 
single integral piece and defining the entire top surface of the mouse housing, the top 
member moving relative to the bottom member between a first position, placing the top 
member away from the bottom member and a second position, placing the top member 
towards the bottom member, so as to implement a clicking action, the entire top 
member serving as a movable button for implementing the clicking action". 

Independent claims 36 and 42 identify a uniquely distinct feature "a top member 
fornied from a single piece having no separate mechanical buttons disposed thereon, 
the top member cooperating with the base member to form a housing of the handheld 
computer mouse that substantially encloses internal components of the handheld 
computer mouse, the top member forming the top and side surfaces of the housing and 
being configured for placement inside a user's hand, the base member forming the 
bottom surface of the housing and being configured for contact with a support surface, 
the top member moving relative to the base member to provide a clicking action, the 
entire top member serving as button for actuating Internal electronic switch configured 
to register the clicking action as an input to the electronics of the handheld computer 
mouse". 

Independent claim 48 identifies a uniquely distinct feature "a movable outer shell 
cooperating with the base member to fully encase the electronics disposed therein, the 
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movable outer shell being a single integrated piece that fonns the entire grippable 
surface for manipulating the mouse with a hand, the movable outer shell pivoting 
relative to the base member so as to provide a button clicking action that activates the 
internal electronic actuator carried by the base housing member". 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 6,469,693 (Chiang et al.). 

The closest art, Chiang et al. as discussed above, either singularly or In 
combination, fails to anticipate or render obvious the above limitations obvious. 
4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean Lesperance whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7692. The examiner can normally be reached on from Monday to Friday between 
10:OOAM and 6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe, can be reached on (571) 272-7691. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 
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(571 ) 273-8300 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 

drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 

whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 
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